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NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNERS AL GORE AND Wangari Muta MaathaI, MUHAMMAD ALI, Halle Berry join NAACP TO KICK OFF A YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION OF CENTENNIAL 

NAACP white paper to be released on the 100th anniversary reveals urgent civil rights agenda for the new administration and Congress 
On February 12, 2009, the NAACP will mark its 100th anniversary, which coincides with the bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. Across the country, NAACP units in over 1,200 communities will cut cakes, reaffirm their commitment to the struggle ahead and celebrate the historical journey that has culminated in the election of the first African American president. The biggest birthday party, the 40th NAACP Image Awards, will be co-hosted by filmmaker Tyler Perry and actress Halle Berry in Los Angeles. Awards will be given to numerous artists in the entertainment and literary industry with special nods to former Vice President Al Gore, environmentalist Wangari Muta Maathai, and Muhammad Ali. 

But the celebration of progress is tempered by a sober realization of the civil rights goals still unachieved.  The NAACP will release an urgent white paper that issues a civil rights challenge to the new Congress and Administration for the first 100 days. 
“Our journey remains unfinished,” says NAACP President Ben Jealous. “African Americans suffer disproportionately from the economic recession, we are seeing a rise in hate crimes and police killings, there is still not a level playing field in economic and educational opportunities for every community.  The audacious dream of America, a land where opportunity exists for all and where every person is given a chance to reach their full potential, still remains elusive.”

The white paper, which also forecasts key long-term goals, will emphasize the issues that need urgent immediate attention and will be released prior to the Image Awards celebration. 
NAACP Image Awards Chairperson Clayola Brown states: “The success of artists like Halle Berry and Tyler Perry remind us of the immense progress that has been made in the last 100 years and gives us continued hope for the progress that our nation will achieve in the future."
"This year's Image Awards is not just a special event, it is an historic occasion, and I hope all Americans will tune in,” adds NAACP Hollywood Bureau Executive Director Vicangelo Bulluck, who serves as executive producer of the awards telecast.
For embargoed copies of the white paper, interview requests or a full calendar of events, contact Leila McDowell or Nicole Hayes at 202-463-2940. Attached is a partial list of Centennial year events. 

NAACP Centennial Events: 

Official unveiling of the United States Postal Service Civil Rights Pioneers Postage Stamps, commemorating the Centennial (February 21). 

-Televised specials highlighting the most influential films, music and people from 1909-2009.
-Release of a commemorative music CD of ‘freedom songs’ performed by noted recording artists of today.
-Release of NAACP: Celebrating a Century, 100 Years in Pictures, a photo book of images and notes from the NAACP’s own files and records. 


Feb. 6 & 7, 2009                  “The Civil Rights Century: The NAACP at 100”
                                               Johns Hopkins University Center for Africana Studies
                                               Johns Hopkins University
                                               3400 North Charles St.
                                               Baltimore, MD 21218
                                               Contact: (410) 516-6385
 
Feb. 12, 2009                        100th Anniversary of the NAACP     

Branches and Units nationwide will host celebrations including:
                                               -Founder’s Day Services 
                                               -Cake-Cutting Ceremonies  (Contact local branches for details)
 
Feb. 12, 2009                        40th Annual NAACP Image Awards
                                                Airs live, nationwide on the FOX network at 8 p.m. EST
                                                Shrine Auditorium
                                                665 West Jefferson Blvd.
                                                Los Angeles, CA 90007
Feb. 19, 2009                         Book signing of NAACP: Celebrating a Century, 100 Years in Pictures 

5:30 – 7 p.m.                          Featuring NAACP Chairman Julian Bond and Roger Wilkins, Chairman and 
Publisher, The Crisis Publishing Co., Inc.                                                
Rizzolis Bookstore 

31 West 57th St. 
New York, NY 10019 
Contact: (801) 927-2156 
Feb. 21, 2009                       NAACP Annual Meeting (Open to the General Public) 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.                      New York Hilton
                                              1335 Avenue of the Americas
                                              New York, NY 10019
                                              Contact: Paula Edme, (212) 344-7474 x101
                                          
Unveiling of USPS Civil Rights Pioneers Postage Stamps will occur at the Annual Meeting. Stamps will be available for purchase along with limited quantities of NAACP Centennial memorabilia. 
--Founded in 1909, the NAACP is the nation's oldest and largest civil rights organization. Its more than half-million members and supporters throughout the United States and the world are the premier advocates for civil rights in their communities, conducting voter mobilization and monitoring equal opportunity in the public and private sectors. 

