


Friday, February 10, 2012

Dear Scot,

We need the death penalty to be outlawed in 26 states to present our case to the Supreme Court -- that the death penalty is biased and unconstitutional and it needs to be banned in the United States.

At no point in American history have the imperfections in the capital punishment system been more evident than they are today. Just months after the unjust execution of Troy Davis, the movement to abolish the death penalty has continued to grow. The tidal wave of public opinion against that execution, and against the death penalty itself, not only gave us hope that we can win, but confirmed that there's no choice but to win.

We are winning the fight against the death penalty. In the past few years, Illinois, New Jersey, and New Mexico have all abolished the death penalty, bringing the total number of states opposing the practice to 16. At the current rate, we have the potential to eliminate the death penalty in the U.S. in a matter of years.

Connecticut is primed to be the next to take a stand -- last year, an anti-death-penalty bill in Connecticut was just two votes shy. This year we can pass anti-death penalty legislation.

In order to take this step in getting the death penalty repealed, we need your help.

Call your state Senator at 860-240-8600 (if your Senator is Democrat) or 860-240-8800 (if your Senator is Republican) and tell them to support anti-death penalty legislation.
As long as the death penalty remains, there is the possibility of executing an innocent life. Here in Connecticut, we are not immune from having our own Troy Davis -- four people were recently exonerated in Connecticut and freed by the courts after serving long sentences for murder. Three of the four people were people of color, a stark reminder of the failures of the system.

The composition of Connecticut’s death row suggests racial and socioeconomic bias. Seven of the 11 individuals on our state's death row are minorities. As in other states, defendants who murder white victims in Connecticut are more likely to receive death sentences. Overwhelmingly, it is the poor who receive death sentences -- nationally, 95% of those on death row could not afford their own attorney.

The imperfections of the sentencing process -- not to mention the exorbitant costs the death penalty imposes on state taxpayers -- suggest we cannot wait to repeal the death penalty.

Please join us -- contact your Senator at 860-240-8600 or 860-240-8800 and ensure that they make passing a death penalty repeal bill a priority issue in the coming session. If you do not know who your state Senator is, you can find out here: http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/CGAFindLeg.asp

For more information, please visit www.naacp.org.


Best,


Scot X. Esdaile
President, Connecticut State Conference
NAACP

