[image: image1.jpg]



Obituary
The “N” Word

Sunset July 9, 2007

The NAACP symbolically buried the “N” word; better know to most as Nigger, Monday, July 9, 2007, during its 98th Annual National Convention in Detroit, Michigan.  

The “N” word was and still is the most pejorative word in the English language.  It is most commonly used to insult, to dehumanize a group of people, black and brown people. It ranks as perhaps the most offensive and inflammatory racial slur in the English language. 

Let’s not resurrect this hideous word as a socially acceptable word just because its been used in the past and in literature.  We can’t continue to promulgate this word in our society, in our schools to our young people without clear and precise teaching that this word hurts, that this word symbolizes hate and conjures up unimaginable emotional pain to some in our society.
The “N” word can and will be used in contexts that are clear and appropriate from time to time but this clarity and appropriateness has not been demonstrated in the Play August Wilson's JOE TURNER'S COME AND GONE. We found that the many references to the “N” word were offensive and without merit.  

Because, JOE TURNER'S COME AND GONE will be performed this February for Black History Month at the City’s Arts Magnet School, we ask that you review this Play, call Mayor Michael J. Jarjura, your Board of Education Representatives and most importantly attend the Board of Education Meeting. Jan. 18, 2011, 6:30pm, 6 South Elm Street, Waterbury, CT.  Voice your concerns that this Play is not suitable for school presentations without extensive dialog and credible teaching of its meaning and the possible effects it may have on the morals of a diverse, young community.
	Michael J. Jarjura , Mayor 
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Please Attend ~ Board of Education Meetings, January 18 (Tuesday) 2011
Waterbury Arts Magnet School, 6:30 p.m 
6 South Elm Street, Waterbury, CT.
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