	Bridgeport Superintendent Honored With National Recognition
 
Dr. John J. Ramos, Sr.
Chosen To
Receive the Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award 
from the Consulate of Israel

The Consulate of Israel in New York announced yesterday that Dr. John J. Ramos, Sr., Ed. D., Superintendent of the Bridgeport Public Schools, will receive the 2010 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award in recognition of his outstanding work and dedication, honoring the life and legacy of the slain civil rights leader’s dream of peaceful coexistence between people of diverse religious, cultural and ethnic backgrounds. 
 
Superintendent Dr. John J. Ramos says he is honored to receive this recognition. “I humbly accept this award on behalf of the entire Bridgeport Public Schools learning community and the great City of Bridgeport because it is together that we are EXPECTING and pursuing GREAT THINGS! This award is not only for me but, for everyone working on behalf of our scholars and those who truly believe in making Dr. King's dream a reality. 
I am overwhelmed by the Counsel General and State of Israel 's recognition and will be forever grateful.”
Ariel, a student at Geraldine Johnson School stops to greet Dr. Ramos at last months Born Learning Trail celebration.
 

Dr. Ramos visits students for Read Aloud Day.
 
 
 The Israeli Consulate will join together with the Jewish Community Relations Council and the Jewish National Fund to host a tribute to Dr. King, where Ramos will publicly accept this award. The awards ceremony is slated to be held the week of January 18th to coincide with the federal holiday of King’s birthday or the month of February in tribute to Black History Month.
 
Asaf Shariv, the Consul General of Israel in New York is pleased that the long-time educator and administrator has accepted and looks forward to meeting Dr. Ramos at this special event. Shariv said the following in a letter written to Superintendent Ramos. "To commemorate this great visionary, each year the State of Israel honors individuals whose work keeps alive Dr. King's legacy of hope and peace. In doing so, the Consulate seeks to promote recognition of these values as guiding principles for enlightened societies in Israel and abroad. With this in mind, we are honored to present you with the 2010 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award in recognition of your outstanding work, achievements and contributions to the community at large. As a long-time educator and administrator, you have the unique opportunity to touch the l ives of hundreds on a daily basis. As your students and their families hear your words, they are inspired to take action within their private homes and community. The example you set forth as superintendent, one of individual empowerment and communal responsibility, undoubtedly impacts us all. By continually reaching across ethnic and cultural lines throughout your personal and professional development, you have shown yourself a paradigm of Dr. King's leadership and appreciation for diversity of thought and belief."
 
Kick off of the district's first "No Excuses Campaign" to encourage students to return to school.

 

Dr. Ramos’ career in education spans more than three decades, including his time spent as teacher/administrator in Rhode Island, an urban principal (at Norwalk Public Schools for more than a decade) to Superintendent of Watertown Public Schools, a state-appointed position as the Deputy Commissioner for Educational Programs and Services for the Connecticut State Department of Education in Hartford, CT., to now the Superintendent of Bridgeport Public Schools, (Bridgeport, CT) Connecticut's largest city.
 
Dr. Ramos also received his doctorate in Educational Administration from Columbia University; his M.P.A. in Public Administration from the University of Rhode Island and a bachelor’s degree in English and American Literature from Brown University in Providence, R.I. 
 
Last spring, the superintendent, his wife along with other educators from throughout the United States visited Israel on a special trip sponsored by the America-Israel Friendship League (AIFL) in collaboration with the National Urban Alliance (NUA).  
 
 Read School Students Making A Difference in the Community
Students Touch Lives through Service Learning Projects 
 
  
Read Students participate in monthly service learning projects to increase community outreach efforts in their school and community.
 
Kindergarten and 8th grade students from Read School 

conducted a food drive last month to help the City of Bridgeport ’s Hunger Outreach Program.  This is the school’s third service learning project to help students reach out to their community. With a goal to collect at least 1000 pieces of food to donate, the students collected items from the food bank’s wish list at Read School throughout the month of November. The students, staff and parents volunteered at the food pantry to help make and hand out Thanksgiving baskets to families in need.  This event was sponsored by the Read School Students, the Hunger Outreach Program and The Daughters of Charity.  
Each month the students are sponsoring a new service learning project.  In September, they held a lemonade stand and with the help of local businesses, they raised over $800 to send to Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, a national non-profit, to help fight childhood cancer, an effort that also coincided with the National Make a Difference Day.  
  
Students help raise more than $800 for Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation to help fight childhood cancer.
 In October, they worked with the Bridgeport Animal Shelter.  In this effort, they collected 353 cans/bags of dog and cat food, 25 toys, 388 cans/bottles, 55 miscellaneous items such as collars, leashes, carriers, bowls and almost $100.00 in cash.
 
This month, as students prepare for Christmas, they will be conducting a toy drive to help area children receive a special gift for the holidays. 

The mission of Bridgeport Public Schools and its supporting community is to graduate all students "college ready" and prepared to succeed in life.

 
	 



	


