2009 NAACP STATE CONFERENCE CONVENTION

PRESENTED RESOLUTIONS

November 7, 2009

MGM at Foxwoods

Mashantucket, Connecticut


VOCATIONAL OCCUPATIONS FOR RELREASED MINORITY INMATES

Sponsored By:  CT State Conference


Date Adopted:  November 7, 2009

WHEREAS, the majority of our black men and women are released from prison on a regular basis without implementation of DOC policies currently in place; and

WHEREAS, they lack the necessary skills to acquire meaningful employment; and

WHEREAS, with the ability to obtain a reasonable salary they can become productive citizens, thus allowing them to avoid recidivism;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Connecticut State NAACP Conference demand the Department of Correction to implement both vocational and educational programs as provided in Administrative Directive 10.2, affording all inmates the ability to reenter society equipped with the ability to obtain a living wage.
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ENHANCE CONNECTICUT STATE CONFERENCE OF NAACP RELATIONSHIP AND SUPPORT OF SICKLE CELL DISEASE

Sponsored By:  CT State Conference


Date Adopted:  November 7, 2009

WHEREAS, sickle cell disease is one of the first identified genetic diseases; and 

WHEREAS, sickle cell disease has modifiable and preventable aspects due to its trait and disease implications; and

WHEREAS, sickle cell disease is the only disease that is owned solely by the African American community; and 

WHEREAS, sickle cell disease is the least funded of any genetic; and 

WHEREAS, most manifestations of sickle cell disease are avoidable and preventable through resources; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Connecticut State Conference of the NAACP Branches shall fully partner with sickle cell disease community based organizations within their service area; and

THEREFORE, LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that each branch partner with a community based organization within their service area to host no less than one preventable and screening program.
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INQUITIES IN THE SENTENCING OF MINORITIES WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Sponsored By:  CT State Conference


Date Adopted:  November 7, 2009

WHEREAS, the prison industrial complex is one of the fastest growing yet silent industries in America; and

WHEREAS, most urban cell blocks are populated by men and women of color; and

WHEREAS, racism permeates the criminal justice system in all our communities much as in America; and

WHEREAS, in all of our communities subjective racially motivated sentences and practices take place without community accountability,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all branches of the Connecticut State Conference of the NAACP, increase their engagement within the criminal justice system; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that all branches develop report cards on all judges that play a role in the execution of sentences that impact on minority within their catchment’s areas.
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AFRICAN AMERICAN VOICE

Sponsored By:  CT State Conference


Date Adopted:  November 7, 2009

WHEREAS, the voice and interest of African Americans has historically been through the amends of the majority population; and

WHEREAS, legislation and programs are often promulgated without our input; and

WHEREAS, the objective documentation of our concerns at the grassroots level are seldom heard,

THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED the Connecticut State Conferences of NAACP Branches in a joint effort with the Quinnipiac Poll initiate and undertake a state-wide assessment of the quality of life issues of African American in the State of Connecticut; and

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED that each branch fully participate in the development of this tool and engage and employ said results in their strategic planning efforts.
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FUNDING FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN

Sponsored By:  CT State Conference


Date Adopted:  November 7, 2009

WHEREAS, Section 10-4a of the Connecticut General Statues states that all students should have an equal educational opportunity; and 

WHEREAS, the mission of the state if Connecticut Broad of Education is to ensure that “each child should receive suitable programs of educational experiences; and

WHEREAS, the board recognizes that there are some students with “extraordinary learning ability or outstanding talent” in the creative arts; and

WHEREAS, the development of skills requires programs or services beyond the level of those ordinarily provided in the regular school program...” Connecticut General Statues Section 10-76 (e)); and   

WHEREAS, less than 5%  of  low –to- moderate income minority students are identified or offered the opportunity to participate in these programs; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED schools should expand enrichment opportunities for students who have been under-identified or underserved including those from economically disadvantaged, racially and ethnically diverse backgrounds;

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that schools should meet the educational needs of gifted and talented students; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Connecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches meet with the Connecticut Association for the Gifted and the Connecticut Department of Education, to identify promote opportunities, and receive appropriate funding to put programs in place in schools and to conduct a study to identify gifted and talented students.
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