October 2008

Message from the State President

One of the most important issues of today is social injustice as it pertains to access and quality of care for all Americans and particularly for African Americans.

This report, developed by the Connecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches – Health Committee, has reviewed historical, prospective, and qualitative data to highlight the ongoing challenges of African Americans in Connecticut as they relate to continued inequities in health care. The report is alarming, in that African Americans in Connecticut, despite the significant economic wealth of the state, continue to suffer and bear the burden of excessive disease, death, disability, and dissatisfaction. The report tells 

members of theConnecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches that there is much to do relative to continued social injustice in health care. 

This report highlights not only the significant gap in morbidity and mortality between the majority population and the African American community, but also the direct cost, to this state, of maintaining two separate systems of care—one for the majority population and 

another for people of color. The recommendations of this report, which outline the need for system changes, are fully supported by the Connecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches. The state conference itself will work with our state’s leadership to achieve these necessary changes. We are indeed thankful to the Connecticut Health Foundation for giving the Connecticut State Conference of NAACP Branches a voice in the continuing dialogue about access and quality for all residents. The recommendations will benefit each and every citizen of this state while highlighting injustices that must be addressed with willing partners. 

Scot X. Esdaile

President

Connecticut State Conference of Branches

Board Member National NAACP

