NAACP Praises AT&T/T-Mobile Merger For Help In Closing Digital Divide
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NAACP Senior VP Hilary Shelton
A growing legion of elected officials say the benefits of expanded next-generation 4G wireless services from the proposed merger of AT&T with T-Mobile are too good to pass up.  Federal and state officeholders of both parties, including 26 state governors and scores of federal legislators, say the transaction would boost the economy and create jobs.  By making the new service available to over 97 percent of the U.S. population, the merger would also bring the country to the edge of President Obama’s goal of nearly universal high-speed wireless broadband.

Announced by the companies in March, the merger must be approved by the Federal Communications Commission and the Justice Department.

“For consumers, combining the two companies’ infrastructure and spectrum holdings promises clear benefits in service quality. Added spectrum capacity and greater coverage will help address network congestion and should result in fewer dropped calls,” Connecticut’s Democratic Governor Dannel Malloy said in a letter to the FCC.

Last month, 76 Democratic members of Congress said the enhanced services flowing from the merger would “create thousands of jobs, including many good paying union jobs with solid benefits.”  The letter, whose signers represent 31 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands and includes 19 members of the Congressional Black Caucus, noted that “the potential for ubiquitous, wireless broadband throughout our nation would be a significant benefit for millions of Americans that may not otherwise see those benefits, including our constituents living in rural and underserved communities.”
The merger also has won the backing of most of the nation’s leading civil rights organizations, as well as advocates for lower-income groups, rural organizations, educational groups, and business organizations.  The merger “stands to bring much needed relief to the African-American community by helping close the digital divide and increasing access to vital services in urban and rural communities,” NAACP senior vice president Hilary Shelton told the FCC in a recent letter.

